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Welcome & 
Introductions 

Tom Sherman, Jerry Knirk, William Marsh, Ann Landry, Tyler Brannen, Mick Mercuri, Paula Mattis, Lisa Morris, Polly Campion, Lisa Bunjo, Martha 
McLeod, Becky McEnany, Joshua Meehan, Lynn Lippitt, Greg Norman, Heather Phillips, Benjamin Hillyard, Daisy Pierce, Adam Steel, Yvonne 
Goldberry, Kerran Vigroux, Bobbie Bagley, Diane Quinlan, Marie Ramas, Julie Bosak, Audrey Mulliner, Melanie Gaiser, Patricia Tilly, Juliane Batista, 
Ciera Hunter, Katie Robert, Anny Rogers, Jo Porter, Paula Minnehan, Lucy Hodder, Libby Ekman 

 Discussion / Questions Action Items for Follow up 

Discussion of HB 
157  
 

• Highlights of changes 
• Increase scrutiny of critical services including maternity 
• Cost of healthcare and health insurance 
• Fiscal stability and sustainability 
• Sufficient and equitable access 
• Increase emphasis on public health 
• New goal: Plan on how to reduce cost of health care for both individuals and the healthcare 

system 
• Addition of five new members:  

- The commissioner of the department of business and economic affairs or designee 
- Community Support Network Inc 
- New Hampshire Community Behavioral Health Association 
- Director of the office of health equity, DHHS or designee 
- Rep from large hospital system appointed by NH hospital association 
- Director of Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy, or designee 

• Include costs and benefits to the extent that we can do so 
• Subject to amendment, not yet voted on 

• Discussion on Proposed changes 
• Why is cost such a big focus of the amendment? 

- Inclusion of cost was the biggest concern to those that wanted to repeal this 
commission, so they included attention to cost in the amendment 

• Was having 2 representatives from big hospital systems intentional?  
- Yes, but maybe there can be discussion of having one from large, community and 

critical access hospital or a medium sized hospital  
- Do you want to think about number of beds as opposed to types?  All CAHs have 

25 or less.  The rest of the hospitals all call themselves community hospitals even 
if a "system", so you might want to look at bed counts? Just a suggestion. 

- Number of beds may not be the best way to categorize  

• Rep. Marsh, Rep. Knirk and Paula 
Minnehan will work on cleaning up 
language before it goes to Senate 
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Report from 
Community 
Engagement 
Subcommittee 

• THANK YOU to the members for time, effort, and commitment to the committee! 
• Outputs 

• Created shared understanding of group’s purpose 
• Clarified community engagement goals 
• Identified community survey objectives 
• Conducted review of available survey tools/ questions sets 
• Finalized survey tool 
• NEXT: Testing survey before it goes to field in early March 

• Rich Friedman – Question about registered to vote – Did you consider adding a question if you 
voted in 2020? 

• Was not added because focus was demographic information 
• This question was added because of the UNH weighting scheme 
• Civic engagement in Domain 4 will discuss this aspect 

• The subcommittee will continue to meet 
and begin to plan future community 
engagement activities 

Data Discussion of 
Domain 4: Social 
Connectedness 

• Community Resilience estimates show geographic variation 
• Risk of social isolation among older adults varies geographically 
• Challenge – qualitative information will fill in this story 
• Community Resilience Estimates (CRE) Risk factors – Census - ACS and NHIS – 11 risk factors  
• Gregory Norman – Where do we see the value point in this? Is it available at geographies small 

enough that they become actionable in any way? 
• This helps with census data a bit 

• Lisa Morris – Feels hard to wrap your arms around it without understanding the science behind it 
• Marie Ramas – From census data- so those who did not respond to the census are not represented. 

Are we able to see how responses to the Census are distributed throughout the state? Challenging to 
see micro-population and micro-areas 

• Jo Porter - Does looking at some of the factors in this aggregate form help us clarify the story? 
• Senator Sherman - Index of need – overlay available services? 
• Yvonne Goldsberry - Resilience is long term to see how communities could recover post a 

traumatic incident – this tool shows vulnerable communities - Overlay COVID measures on top of 
these to see the ability to combat long term detriments 

• Bobbie Bagley – Can you go to the link to look more at other areas of the state? How do we 
operationalize how we use this tool? Community resilience – in Nashua we looked at adverse 
childhood experiences, COVID, economic, educational – How do we use this to take action? 

• Senator Sherman asks if the data would be useful to predict how well a community could recover, 
or a vulnerability index? 

•  
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• Gregory Norman - I would use this to then sponsor a follow-up community conversation in more 
vulnerable communities to ID specifics of local low resilience, and how it could be built over time. 

• Polly Campion - Great thought, Greg. this may help to point to specific communities which would 
benefit from a deeper exploration 

• Marie Ramas (she/her) - I can see this as helping to decide where to distribute resources to help 
improve overall health/wellness outcomes by identifying low resilient communities 

• Julie Bosak – Could guide subcommittee 
• The link to site: 

https://uscensus.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f8fc348e4c99498baf18af09d4401
553  

• Rep Marsh -I am a little troubled that slide 11 singles out Coos. On slide 14 Carroll is remarkably 
similar to Coos. 

• Katie Robert - I've used the Distressed Community Index for several projects.  Focused largely on 
economics... https://eig.org/dci/interactive-map?path=state/NH  

• Senator Sherman - These are just measures and the message on the ground may be different 
• Marie Ramas - I like the Resiliency index.  It seems that we would want to identify the communities 

most likely to have difficulty rebounding from the COVID pandemic in order to consider most cost-
effective approach in promoting health outcomes from a population perspective. 

• Social isolation is different than community resilience 
• State COVID-19 Impact Planning Report 
• Civic Health Index – UNH Carsey School of Public Policy – Provides a comprehensive view of 

the ways in which those who live in New Hampshire show up and participate in public life 
• 4th touch since 2006 so longitudinal view is helpful; distrust in community and government 
• Distrust has a direct impact on healthcare and local economy 
• New report to be released on March 25th 

• How do New Hampshire residents engage with each other? 
• How do New Hampshire residents engage with community and politics? 
• How do New Hampshire’s demographic groups participate in civic life? 

• New Hampshire has always been known for volunteerism in previous studies 
• Marie Ramas – Could use this as an interesting framework 
• Senator Sherman - Tightly connect this to the mission of the council and SHA/SHIP (Rep Knirk and 

Rep Marsh Agree) 
• Ben Hillyard – pre-pandemic (25% mental health issue in pediatrics) post pandemic (60-70% 

mental health issues in pediatrics) 

https://uscensus.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f8fc348e4c99498baf18af09d4401553
https://uscensus.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/f8fc348e4c99498baf18af09d4401553
https://eig.org/dci/interactive-map?path=state/NH
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• Richard Friedman - Can we somehow capture social isolation for children during the pandemic 
given remote learning issues that have been identified? 

• Marie Ramas - Perhaps that could be an aim for our focus groups 
• Bobbie Bagley - We’ve seen a tremendous amount of civic engagement over the past year with all 

of the issues that presented including with the BLM movement, school issues, business issues just 
across many things brought on by COVID-19. 

Public Comment • No comment •  

Next Steps Send comments on the survey asap – being used March 4th 

- Rep Knirk: Question about social isolation – should we differentiate pre- and 
post- Covid? Will results from this survey be skewed with social isolation running 
high already with Covid-19? 

- Marie Ramas- Looking for a snapshot view of our current time 
- Rep Knirk – COVID as a stress test on our system 

 
Upcoming meetings March 19th, April 16th and part of May – How we put all of this together. Review 
grounding questions and good examples. Summaries. Capture current plans – think about what is 
currently being done in the state – system of care from SB14 

Send comments on the survey asap – being 
used March 4th 
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Council Membership List, as of 2/18/2021, 7:52AM 
 
Council Member Name Council Member Designation Attendance Approval of 

01/15/2021 
Meeting 
Minutes 

Tom Sherman   Senate Majority (Chair): first named  Present Yes 
Jerry Knirk   House Majority  Present Yes 
William Marsh   House Minority Present Abstain 
Jeb Bradley   Senate Minority No Yes 
Ann Landry   DHHS  Present Abstain 
Tyler Brannen   Dept. of Insurance Present Yes 
Nick Mercuri   DOS: Designee  No  
Helen Hanks   DOC Designee: Paula 

Mattis 
 

Lisa Morris   DHHS: Public Health  Present Yes 
Polly Campion   Chair of St. Comm. on Aging Present Yes 
Jaime Hoebeke   Manchester Health Dept.  No Yes 
Lisa Bunjo   NH Public Health Assoc. Present Yes 
Martha McLeod   NH Alliance for Healthy Aging  Present Yes 
Becky McEnany   North Country Health Consortium Present Yes 
Phil Sletten   NHFPI  No  
Joshua Meehan   NHHAC Present Yes 
Lynn Lippitt   NHHFA  Present Yes 
Greg Norman   NHHA: Lg. Health System Present Yes 
Heather Phillips   NHHA: Critical Care  Present Yes 
Edward Shanshala, II   Bi State Primary Care No  
Benjamin Hillyard   LCMHC  Present Yes 
Daisy Pierce   Peer Recovery Present Yes 
Carolyn Murray, MD   Env. Health: Dartmouth  No  
Adam Steel   NHSAA Present Yes 
Yvonne Goldsberry   Endowment for Health  Present Abstain 
Kerran Vigroux   NH Providers Association Present Yes 
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Bobbie Bagley Nashua Health Dept. Present Abstain 
Diane Quinlan  Attorney General: Designee Present Yes 
Marie Ramas, MD NHMS Present Yes 
Julie Bosak NHNPA Present Yes 
Charlene Lovett NHMA No  
Kim McNamara NH Health Officers Assoc. No  
members present – quorum 
met 

 Present=23 Yes =19 
Abstain =4 

 
 
Other Attendees 
Audrey Mulliner  
Melanie Gaiser  
Patricia Tilly  
Juilana Batista  
Ciera Hunter  
Katie Robert  
Anny Rogers  
Jo Porter  
Paula Minnehan  
Lucy Hodder  
Libby Ekman  
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